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Tena koutou katoa. Nga mihi nui kia koutou.  
 
Our school attended the Ash Wednesday Mass 
yesterday which marks the beginning of Lent. 
Father spoke to the children about what they could 
do during Lent to prepare for Easter. They could 
pray, fast and give alms. We often associate Lent 
with giving something up, which is good. but prayer 

and fasting are closely connected to this. In each classroom the prayer table 
will have a small box. Children will be able to donate a coin to these boxes 
and the money will go to a charity nominated by the Holy Childhood 
Association. The money might come from not buying an ice-block or lolly after 
school which connects with almsgiving.  
Our value this week, hard work, fits nicely into Lent, because  giving 
something up and sticking to it can be hard work. Commitment and completing 
a task or promise requires hard work and effort at times and something to be 
encouraged in all of us. 
 
You would have heard on the radio and TV a lot of talk about the National 
Standards. The Standards as they stand will be helpful to use as benchmarks 
for our children. The main concern for many educators, including myself, is 
that we are entering into something that could change our way of teaching and 
reporting without a trial period. There are a number of other concerns, such as 
reporting on pass/fail and not progress, thus labelling children at an early age.  
The information could be used in a form of league tables (as has happened in 
other countries to very negative effects) and narrowing the focus of teaching 
and learning. 
We have been asked by the New Zealand Principal’s Association to distribute 
a survey to help gather data for the Minister of Education in the hope that she 
will agree to a trial of these Standards. Please fill it in and return it to the office 
 
Our prayers and thoughts are with the Vanxay family as they mourn the 
passing of a loved husband, father, and granddad. May they know the comfort 
of God’s love and support from friends at this sad time. 
        Jane Rutherford 

  

Prayer, Fasting, and 
Almsgiving  

The key to renewal of 
spirit in the Lenten  

Observance - prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving -  

is to see their link to  
baptism.  

Lent is a good time to 
focus on prayer,  

especially the prayer of 
the church in the liturgy. 
Fasting should be linked 
to concern for the poor 

who are forced to fast by 
their poverty.  

Our baptism requires us 
to show Christ’s love to 

the poor.  
Almsgiving, too, is linked 

to our baptismal  
commitment. We are 

called to works of charity 
and justice. 

1st Sunday of Lent is this 
Sunday,  

21 February. 9.00am at  
St Pius X Church 

     February  
              22-26 Swimming Rooms 3 and 6 
     March  
      1-5  Swimming Rooms 4 and 5 
      16  Parent Interviews 
      18  Solidarity Day 

Manual Fees for Year 7 & 8 Students Only 

Manual is every Friday at Peachgrove Intermediate School for our Year 7 & 8 students. Fees for the 
year are $66.00 per student. Payment options are as follows. 
Full year     = $66.00 
3 payments of $22.00 each  = $66.00 
4 Termly payments of $16.50 each = $66.00 
Please pay Manual fees at the office as soon as possible. Thank you to those who have paid already. 

After School Care at Melville Primary School:  If you require this service please go into the YMCA, 
36 Pembroke Street, to enrol your child. Our children from St Pius who are enrolled, are walked 
around to Melville Primary each afternoon after school.  

Phone 838.2529 or email hamilton@nzymca.com for more information. 

Cost for swimming is 
$12.00 per child 

payable at the office. 
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MCG (Melville Children's’ Group) for children aged 7-12: 

Times and dates for our next practice to be advised. For any enquiries please phone  

Noreen Hayman on 8438783.�

Sacramental Programme for 2010 
Our next meeting on Confirmation will take place after mass on February 28th at 
school. Please keep all our candidates in your prayers. 

Hockey 2010: Anyone who would like to be involved in playing, coaching, umpiring hockey 
this year. please phone Noreen 8438783 or email hayman06@xtra.co.nz  

Your support is desperately needed. 

HPP (Reading) Volunteer Tutors required  

We at St Pius X School are looking for volunteers to assist with our HPP (story reading) programme. 

Adult volunteer tutors will be trained and supported to read to identified students. The time you spend 
with a student can be as little as 30 minutes per week. 

If you are interested in the programme, and helping students with a low reading level, please contact 
Ann Bankier-Perry at school - 843.6554, or leave a message with Mrs Dunford at the office. 

Duffy K.A.H. (Kids at Home) Programme.  

Parents, enrol your pre-schoolers (children not at school and under the age of 5 years), 
in our K.A.H. Programme. 

On their birthday they will receive a Duffy Book that has been chosen by their sibling at 
school. To enrol fill out the return slip at the end of this newsletter and return it the school office. 

Are you interested in playing Netball this year?  

If you would like to find out more about netball and you’reYear 4 or upwards - or an older 
family member interested in coaching a team, please fill out the Expression of Interest slip 
at the end of this newsletter and return it to the school office. Thank you, Mrs Vanxay 

Car park Etiquette  

It has been brought to my attention that cars are stopping (mainly in the morning) at the gate entrance 
to drop off their child. Please do not do this. You must use the parking spaces available. Stopping 
there, even for a short time, interferes with the flow of traffic. 

Headlice Notice  

There is an outbreak of headlice in the school. Please check your child’s hair and 
treat if necessary. 

Headlice are an ongoing problem in all schools. They are not dangerous to our 
health, but it’s much nicer to be without them! 

Please remind your children not to share brushes, combs, hats or towels. 

Are you interested in playing Kiwi Kick this year?  

If you would like to find out more about Kiwi Kick, please fill out the  

Expression of Interest slip at the end of this newsletter and return it to the 
school office. Thank you, Mrs Vanxay 

Coming home with this newsletter  

�  NZ Principals’ Association Survey - to be returned to the office when you’ve filled it out. 

�  Kete Korero - There are 2 items to note. 1. An article written by Mr Easto “What Makes a School 
Catholic? Page 25.  2. A photo of our Year 8’s from 2009 at their Leavers Dinner. Page 24. 
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���� ........................................................................................................................................................................................ 

Expression of interest in playing Netball (Boys & G irls from Year 4 onwards) or coaching Netball retur n slip.  

(Please return this to the office) 

Playing - Name.................................................... (please print) Year................. 

Coaching - Name.................................................(please print) Contact details........................................... 

���� ..................................................................................................................................................................................... 

K.A.H. (Kids at Home) Programme return slip. (Pleas e return this to the office) 

Family name..................................................... (please print) 

Child’s name.......................................................... DOB.................................... 

Parent’s consent......................................................(please sign) 

���� ........................................................................................................................................................................................ 

Expression of interest in playing Kiwi Kick return slip.  

(Please return this to the office) 

Child’s Name.................................................... (please print)  Year.................  Room No............ 

Contact details................................................................................. 

Basketball  The basketball competition has changed this year. It is now just 2  
competitions, each one 15 weeks long. I have managed to find 1 coach and a team to 
start in next week’s competition.  
I apologise for not being able to accommodate the whole school. However in Terms 3 & 4 
there will be a new competition, so if any parent is willing to coach then I can open it up to 
the whole school. Please see Whaea Paula or ring the school, 843.6554. 
Good luck to the SPX Scorpions, and thank you to Sharlene Awhitu  for offering your free 
time to coach this team. Payment of $50 per player can now be paid at the school office. 


