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Congratulations To Our  
Duffy Fathers’ Day  

Recipient, Baz Vevers,  
with his children, Sarah & Nicholas 

 Whaea Paula, Duffy Co-ordinator 
with Linda Vagana,  
General Manager of  

Duffy Books-in-Homes 

Duffy  
Theatre 
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Tena koutou katoa. Nga mihi nui kia koutou. �
 
It certainly is all about Duffy Assembly last week and 
this week. Yesterday I had my first experience of 
Duffy Theatre and it was a good experience. I was 
very proud of our children on the walk to Melville 
primary school and their exceptional behaviour during 
the show. They showed enthusiasm and enjoyment 

but  were also very well behaved and attentive. They made us very proud of 
them. 
I want to take this opportunity to thank Whaea Paula who is our Duffy  
co-ordinator. What a wonderful job she does of organising the books, planning 
assemblies and making Duffy books a really important part of our school. Yes, 
we love to read. 
 
Our value for the week is Tact: Quite a difficult value to get across, but it 
follows nicely on from truthfulness.  It is about thinking before you speak. It’s 
about telling the truth in a way that does not offend or disturb others. It is 
knowing what to say and what is best left unsaid. Tact is also knowing when to 
remain silent. Tactfulness is not just a value but a skill and for children this is 
something that they learn over time. Sometimes they are brutally honest as I’m 
sure you have experienced. There is a fine balance between being honest and 
truthful, to being hurtful. Being sensitive to other’s feelings is probably the  best 
indicator to know when to speak, or in some cases, remain silent. To be able to 
do this is tact, an important skill for the future. 
 
New Curriculum: As mentioned in last week’s newsletter I will be covering the 
eight principles school are expected to incorporate into the new curriculum. 
I will cover two at a time. The first is High Expectations: The curriculum 
supports and empowers all students to learn and achieve personal excellence 
regardless of their individual circumstances.  
The second is Treaty of Waitangi: The curriculum acknowledges the principles 
of the Treaty of Waitangi and the bicultural foundations of Aotearoa New 
Zealand. All students have the opportunity to acquire knowledge of te reo Maori 
me ona tikanga.  
 
We have come to the end of our winter sport season with the last game of hockey this Saturday. I want to 
take this opportunity to thank our coaches for their commitment to our school teams. To our netball 
coaches, basketball coaches and hockey coaches, a huge thank you. Without your generosity we would 
not be able to enter teams into these competitions. I know the children have enjoyed playing these sports 
so I thank you also for making their involvement an enjoyable one for the players. 
Also thank you to the parents who have ensured your children got to these sports practices and games  
and supporting them on the sidelines.       Jane Rutherford   
 
WHOOPING COUGH: There has been an increase in the number of whooping cough (pertussis) cases 
reported this year. Although whooping cough is one of the diseases covered in the early childhood 
immunisation schedule, this is an anticipated and expected rise due to the carriage of the disease in the 
adult population. Young children particularly preschoolers are most seriously affected by whooping 
cough, but it is an unpleasant illness at any age and is very infectious if not treated. It is important we all 
take steps to ensure whooping cough does not spread and steps are taken to protect vulnerable groups 
in our community. Please check that your child’s immunisations are up-to-date. All childhood 
immunisations are free from your family doctor or local medical centre. 
Whooping cough is difficult to diagnose on symptoms alone so if your child has a runny nose and a 
persistent cough followed by a “whoop”, vomiting or breathlessness, please have them assessed by your 
GP. A nasal swab can confirm if it is whooping cough and it can be easily treated by antibiotics. 
Whooping cough is infectious for 21 days from the onset of symptoms or until 5 days of antibiotic 
treatment so please keep you child home from school until they are past the infectious period.  
         Brenda Dixon, Public Health Nurse 

Social Justice Week 
2009  

September 13-19.   

The theme is 
'Responding to crime 

and punishment'.   
This year  

Social Justice in 
schools  

interprets this theme 
in the light of  

forgiveness and  
reconciliation. 

~~~~~ 
Lord, hear the 

prayers of those who  
call on you. 

Forgive the sins  
of those who confess  

to you and in your  
merciful love  
give us your  

pardon and peace. 
Amen 
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Term 3 Basketball    

Fees for Term 3 of $30.00 per player are due for payment at the school office now. 
Thank you to those who have paid already. 

 

 Hockey. The Hobbits looked great on Saturday and battled really hard to draw 1-1 with 
Ngahinapouri in their final game of the season. Thank you all for your hard work and 
commitment. Well done. 

The Wizards beat Tamahere 8-1. Well done -  and well done to Mr. Milne who was 
voted best coach of the year! Please be on the practice turf at 8:30 am sharp. We 
play our final game against Tauwhare at 9:00am on turf 2a. 

 Hockey fees due now. Please pay at the school office. Wizards fee is $37.00 and  Hobbits is 
$31.00 (Fees are for the entire season). Thank you to those who have paid already. 

 Netball:   Netball has finished for the season.   
 Please return your washed uniform to Mrs Vanxay as soon as possible.   
Thank you very much.  
 

MCG Notices:  MCG will have singing practice next Monday, September 14th, at the 
earlier time of 3:45pm. Please bring your folders. 
MCG Fundraiser:  Hot Dogs and lemonade will be on sale in the Church carpark,  
after school on Tuesday, 15 September. Yum!�

Ear and Vision Hearing in Schools 
The Vision & Hearing Technician will be at school on Monday to check 
our New Entrants. If any parent or caregiver does not want their child 
to be checked, or their child is currently under specialist care for an ear 

or vision defect, they should let the Technician know by leaving a message with the school. 
 

Sacramental Programme for 2009/10 
Enrolments are being taken now for First Reconciliation,  

First Holy Communion and Confirmation.  
Forms are available from the school office and also from the church foyer.�
The cost for this programme is $20.00 per child.  This money covers the  
purchasing of a First Holy Communion/Confirmation medal for your child 

as well as providing a celebratory meal for all the children on their special day.  Please pay this at 
the time of enrolment.  If this payment is difficult, please see Maree Nobilo, Noreen Hayman or  
Margaret Dunford at the school. 
Our First Holy Communion/Confirmation will be celebrated on June 6th 2010.  This is the Feast of 
the Body and Blood of Christ.  Please note that June 6th falls on Queen’s Birthday weekend. 
Dates for our sessions and rehearsals are attached to the enrolment forms.  Maree Nobilo will be 
working with the children and Noreen Hayman will be working with the parents. 
We are looking forward to working with you and your child.  Kind regards, Maree and Noreen 
 
A Huge Thank you  to Whitcoulls, Te Rapa and our Board of Trustees for the sponsorship of our 
Books-in-Homes programme. 
We have celebrated Duffy hugely this term and our children have been well rewarded. 
            Whaea Paula 

Dates to Note  September  16th Board of Trustees meeting   

     25th - Term 3 ends 

   October  12th - Term 4 begins 
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    School banking  
       is every Thursday 

                             during term. 
      Encourage good saving habits 

   early in life. 
    Starter packs are available at the 

   school office. 

Battle for the Water Tower 
 these school holidays!  

Come and celebrate Hamilton City Libraries' 
125th anniversary by joining Alf's Imperial 
Army in a mock battle re-enacting the Zulu 
war! Before the battle, kids will make some 
armour to use during the fight. Then they will 

be given their weaponry of flour bombs and the battle will begin. 
Lots of fun for everyone!  The programme is for kids aged 5-14 
and will be held on Saturday, September 26, 2009 at 10am at 
the Hamilton Water Tower. This is a free programme. For more 
information please visit www.hamiltonlibraries.co.nz or phone 
838 6842.  

 HAMILTON KART 
CLUB IS  

HOSTING 
Have a go day! 

SATURDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER  
12 Noon TO 4.00PM. 

RAIN DAY SUNDAY. 
All karts, safety equipment and instructions 
will be supplied by Hamilton Kart Club mem-
bers 

5 Laps 
Children (6-12 years) $10.00 Adults $15.00 

An indemnity form is to be completed for 
all participants – Minors under 18, must 
have a parent’s or guardian’s signature. A 
parent or guardian signing on behalf of a 
minor must be in attendance at all times. 

Free Creative Cooking Classes  
Place: Te Whare Kokonga  Cnr Bader Street and Pine Ave, Melville 

Price: FREE, FREE, FREE  
Time: 6.00pm – 8.00pm Tuesdays  
Come in and join in the fun of cooking creatively at Te Whare  
Kokonga.  Learn how to cook on a budget and with what you have in 
your pantry. All enquiries please phone 07 843 8811 or just pop in. 

Computer Holiday Courses.  Have you ever wondered how computer games and 3D movies like 
Shrek are made? Learn the latest 3D Animation and Games Design on a Bubble Dome School  
Holiday workshop this September. The Hamilton venue is Hamilton Boys’ High School. Other 
courses in Movie Making, Fashion and Wearable Arts on offer at different venues. Ages 6-17 years.  

Phone 0800 GET BUBBLE (438 282) or email: info@bubbledome.co.nz or visit: www.bubbledome.co.nz 

"Need Childcare During The School Holidays?  NZ Nannies International have nannies who can help.   
Or want long-term before/after school childcare with the next school term looming?  We recommend having an Au Pair 
for your before/after school care - where your kids can be taken to/from after-school activities, homework supervised, 
housework and meals provided - all at an affordable price.  Contact us: kristina@nznannies.org.nz or see our website 
www.nznannies.org.nz for more information." 

Lodge Frankton Athletic & Harrier Club 

Invites you to come and have a go at ATHLETICS 
Sprints, Longer Distances, Shot-put, Discus, Long-Jump, High-Jump  
Learn new skills Activities for 4- 14 year age groups Where : Bremworth Park  

When: Monday nights 5.25pm Starting October 12th 2009 For further details please Phone:  Paula 849 0256 
Email: Jarrod: popplestone@clear.net.nz Muster Date: Saturday 10th October, 1.30 – 2.30 pm. 
Registration: Please email ddnk@infogen.net.nz for a registration form. 

Christmas Boxes 
As you will know, we are participating in Operation Christmas Child. Each class has 4 boxes and  
children are asked to bring a small item to put in the box such as a small soft toy, sunglasses, craft 
kit, something for school e.g. pencil case, pencils, rubbers, something to play with e.g. Tennis ball, 
skipping rope, marbles etc, something to wear, e.g. t-shirt, jandals or something for personal         
hygiene, e.g. soap, toothbrush, comb, hair clips, scrunchies etc..  
Your child will be able to tell you more about this. The boxes need to be sent on by the end of term. 
If you wish, you may contact your child’s teacher for more details.  


