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Tena koutou katoa. Nga mihi nui kia koutou.  
Greetings to all our parents and caregivers. 
We continue to keep in our prayers the  
members of our families who are ill.  

“May the Lord lay his healing hand on  
you and restore you to good health.”  

The value for the week has been hard work 
and the children have been discussing just 

what hard work is, and of course working hard. We had a good example 
of hard work on Monday from a number of parents in our school who 
took part in the fundraising activity stock taking at Whitcoulls thank you 
so much for your hard work and generosity in supporting our PTFA. 
Our school attended Mass yesterday for Ash Wednesday which marks 
the beginning of Lent. We are encouraging children to do something or 
give up something for Lent, and as in other years, we will be supporting 
the Catholic Charity group - Caritas. More information regarding 
Solidarity day and other Lenten activities will be in following newsletters.  

Thank you to those of you who attended the classroom information 
sessions they were informative and I hope you gained as much from 
them as I did.  

Parent Interviews are next month. Please note we have changed the 
date, they are now on the 26th of March. 

Congratulations to Sarah West, Waiaria Putaranui-Henderson, Ethan 
Slater and Api Turaganivei who represented our school in the Blue Light 
PCT competition, where children had to do a number of physical 
activities similar to the police fitness sessions. There were 35 teams 
and our team got 5th. A fantastic effort, we are very proud of you. You 
have certainly been an example of our value this week; working hard to 
represent our school. Well done. 
Please note, there are a number of forms on the back of this newsletter. 
Please read carefully and we would appreciate your response.�

Dates to Remember 
March 
3rd - Overseas Parents meeting. Time to be advised. 
11th - School Swimming Sports, Melville Primary 
18th - Anointing of the Sick. 10.30am in the Church. Room 7  
students help out at this sacrament. 
26th - Parent Interviews 
 
CHILDREN'S DAY 
When: 1st March '09 
Where: Melville Park (by the skateboard bowl) 
Time: 2pm - 5pm 
Theme: Talking & Listening 
Come along for a fun day where we are Celebrating 
Families.  There will be FREE Sausage Sizzle,  
Candyfloss, Apples, Rides, Stage Entertainment,  
Face Painting with Competitions & Spot Prizes through-
out the day. 

God of creation, 
you formed us 
in hope and  

goodness -- in your 
image and  
likeness. 

But we struggle, Lord. 
We struggle 

to continue the  
moulding of our lives 

to become worthy 
of our inheritance... 
to become worthy  

of you. 
Bless our efforts 

toward good 
and forgive the times 

we choose poorly. 
May Jesus be 

our bread of life, 
his Spirit the only 
power we seek, 

your holy presence 
the only value 

worthy of worship  
and praise. 

Amen. 
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 School Bell Times: School  starts at 8.45am SHARP.    
  School finishes at 2.45pm. 
 

MCG: St Pius children's choir is practising at 4.00pm in the church on Monday. So 
come along and join us if you are 7 years and up. Phone N. Hayman 843.8783 
  
SPY: (St Pius Youth). If you are 12 years and older why not come and join our 
youth choir at St Pius parish. We practice every Thursday at 7.30pm. 
  
Mini-Groovers: This is a parish run programme of song & dance and movement for pre-
schoolers.It takes place every Friday at 9:30am during school term at the  
Presbytery situated at rear of church. Gold coin donation.    

Thank You to the Stocktake Parent Helpers 
On February 23rd a hardy bunch of big-hearted people battled the elements, row upon row of 
unforgiving paperbacks and other unimaginable horrors to take part in the Whitcoull’s  
stocktake. I am unsure of the actual amount of cash earned, but it should be around $750.00 
large. The Whitcoulls manager asked me to thank everyone for there excellent work. On behalf 
of the PTFA I would like to thank the following people for helping make the time pass so 
quickly; 
Baz, Megan, Parakura, Kirsty, Kylie, Dante, Janine, Karen, Sheena, Jane, Katarina and  
Felicity. It was great to see so many first timers there and a number of old faithfuls. 

Today we said farewell to our Japanese students and teachers as they set off on their  
journey home tomorrow morning. 
We have enjoyed their stay at our school and the interaction with our students. Sharing our 
morning sessions of Jump Jam brought smiles to everyone’s faces and the Japanese students 
were quick  to learn the moves to the music. We wish them a safe journey home. 

Uniform - There have been concerns about the warmth of the current sweatshirt. 
A suggestion has been made that we move to a Polar Fleece .  

We would like your input.  
Please fill out the return slip at the end of this newsletter indicating interest. 

Young Vinnies Notice  - Next Friday, 6 March, the Young Vinnies will be 
having a Fun Day to raise money to buy Easter Eggs for the Women’s  
Night Shelter. There will be games to participate in. Please bring along 
some change to support this worthy cause. 
Help! - Volunteers Needed at St Vincent de Paul  
9am -10.30am once a fortnight for sandwich making for Loaves & Fishes and Full Fill projects at 
the Society of St Vincent de Paul in Frankton, 
We need people on Mon, Wed, Thu and Fri. Phone George on 210 0061 (landline) or  
021 232 9128. Thank you.  

Joining in Jump Jam 

Presentation from our 
school 

A demonstration of the 
Japanese Harp which 
has been gifted to us. 
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Basketball Notice  Basketball commences in Terms 2 & 3. It is played at the YMCA on: 
Tuesday  Yr 7-8    Wednesday   Yr 3-4 
Thursday  Yr 1-2    Friday    Yr 5-6 
Coaches and children - if you are interested in coaching a team please complete the return slip 
below. If your child is interested in playing basketball please complete the return slip below. 
���� .................................................................................................................................................... 
Basketball Return slip. Please return to the office . 
Family Name___________________ Please print.  Contact No. __________________ 

My child ______________________ is interested in playing basketball in Terms 2 & 3  
DOB _____________   Parent’s signature____________________  

Basketball Coach: 
I am interested in coaching a basketball team and need more information 
Parents name____________________________ Contact details________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Are you interested in playing or coaching Netball?  
Please fill out the return slip below if you are a student interested in playing netball this winter or a 
parent or friend of the school who is interested in coaching a Netball team. Mrs Vanxay is  
assessing the amount of interest there is in the school. 
���� .................................................................................................................................................... 
Netball 2009 Expression of Interest Return slip. Pl ease return to Mrs Vanxay or the office. 

I would like to play Netball this year 

Student’s Name________________________(Please Print)  Parent’s Signature______________ 

I am Interested in coaching Netball this year 

Name________________ (Please Print) Contact No._______________ Signature______________ 

      Your PTFA Needs YOU AGAIN!  
We have been offered another chance to earn $$$$.$$ Yes, 
do not  adjust your set, that’s $$$$$.$$ folks. Those wonder-
ful dudes and dudesses at Whitcoulls, Te Rapa have asked 
us to help with their stocktake on Wedenesday 18th March. 
We need at least 20 people to prove the old proverb that 
says “ Many hands make for light work” (or something like 
that). There are two start times 5:00pm and 6:00pm.  
There will be light snacks provided.  If you are able to help 
see Antony, phone the school or return the slip below. We 
have to let Whitcoulls know our numbers ASAP.  Please  
return the slip below if you are able to help. 

���� ....................................................................................................................................................... 
Yes! I am able to help with the stocktake. Please r eturn to the school office or Mr Easto 
 
Name: ____________________ Phone No _______________  
 
I can start at (circle one)   5:00pm         6:00pm  

Your PTFA Needs.... 

���� .................................................................................................................................................... 
Uniform Return Slip. Please return to the office.          (Circle One) 

1. I am interested in the BOT investigating a move to Polar Fleece Sweatshirts     Yes       No 
2. I AM  /  AM NOT (Circle One)   interested in the change if it is more expensive                                   
Your comments please__________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Name (optional) _______________________________Contact No. (optional) _______________ 


