A New Year Begins

A special welcome to our new
Principal
And our new students.
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Tena koutou katoa. Nga mihi nui kia koutou. Greetings to all our
parents and caregivers.
Here we are into week 2 and | feel | am beginning to find my way
around the school. The value for this week has been kindness
and | am very pleased to say that this value is live out in this
school and not just talked about. | have seen older children
helping younger children and children new to school. The
children and parents always smile and greet me when | see them
which is an act of kindness, particularly as | am new to the school. | would encourage you
to talk about acts of kindness with your children at home; you never know you might get
some extra chores done around the house.
| have been very impressed with St Pius school; the children are respectful of each other
and the staff, and the staff are very committed to ensuring your child receives the best
education. This is a school you can all be proud of.
Just a reminder. | have noticed that a number of children are coming late to school. School
begins at 8:45am with prayer and a talk about the value for the week. This is an important
part of the day and a good way to start the day. Please ensure you child is at school at
least 5 minutes before the bell or at least on time. My experience is children arriving on
time for school settle more quickly into the routine of the day, and usually have a good day
at school.
On the front cover this week are our new arrivals. Room 1 - Dylan Redfern, Cory’s brother,
and twins Ravvi & Reego Serna. Room 2 - Emmanuel Burlayan. Room 3 - Quinn Tupe.
Room 6 - Joseph Nooti, and our new Principal Ms Jane Rutherford. We welcome you all
to our school community.
Our prayers are with the members of our families who are ill or are in hospital. May the
good Lord lay his healing hand on you and restore you to good health.

We say, not good bye, but au revoir to Ms Vanxay.
We wish her well and all God’s blessings as she awaits the
arrival of her new baby.

Dates to Remember
February
16th -20th - Swimming for Rooms 3 & 5. $12.50 per student.
Please pay at the office.
17th - School Mass at 9.00am in the church. At this mass we
commission our new House Leaders. Everyone is welcome.
Thomas - Michelle Aranador, Leader, Sepesa Lodoviko, Deputy Leader
Nicholas - Ethan Slater, Leader, Sarah West, Deputy Leader
Francis Xavier - Samuel Berryman, Leader, Fatima Tamupolu, Deputy Leader
Peter Chanel - Xavier Worthington, Leader, Cyril Apolinario, Deputy Leader
18th - BOT meeting. 7.30pm in the staffroom.
23rd - 27th - Swimming for Rooms 2 & 6. $12.50 per student payable at the office.
25th - Ash Wednesday. 9.00am Mass. Everyone is welcome.

March
3rd - Overseas Parents meeting. Time to be advised.
18th - Anointing of the Sick. 10.30am in the Church. Room 7 students help out.



School Bell Times: School starts at 8.45am SHARP.
School finishes at 2.45pm.

Duffy K.A.H. (Kids at Home) Programme.

Parent, enrol your pre-schoolers (children not at school and under the age of 5
years), in our K.A.H. Programme.

On their birthday they will receive a Duffy Book that has been chosen by their
sibling at school. To enrol fill out the return slip at the end of this newsletter and
return it the school office.

HPP (Reading) Volunteer Tutors required

We at St Pius X School are looking for volunteers to assist with our HPP (story
reading) programme.

Adult volunteer tutors will be trained and supported to read to identified students.
The time you spend with a student can be as little as 30 minutes per week.

If you are interested in the programme, and helping students with a low reading
level, please contact Ann Bankier-Perry at school - 843.6554, or leave a
message with Mrs Dunford at the office.

Rooms 1 & 7 are enjoying their swimming lessons.
This is a great way to cool off and learn water safety at the same time!

Parents and Grandparents, the school needs your hel  p!

We need help with transporting our children to and from Gallagher Aquatic
Centre for the next two weeks while the swimming lessons are on. Please con-
tact your child’s teacher or ring the office on 843.6554 if you are able to help.

St Mary’s Scouts are looking for new members. See the insert to this newsletter.

A big thank you to our PTFA and their fundraising. The shade shelters over the
junior playground and sandpit look great. We really appreciate your hard work.

MCG: St Pius children's choir is back singing this Sun at the 9am
mass. Practices will be on Mondays (Except for the Monday after
we sing ). So come along and join us if you are 7 years and up.
Phone N. Hayman 8438783

SPY: (St Pius Youth). If you are 12 years and older why not come and join our youth
choir at St Pius parish. We practice every Thursday at 7.30pm

Mini-Groovers: This is a parish run programme of song & dance and movement for
pre-schoolers.It takes place every Friday at 9:30am during school term at the
Presbytery situated at rear of church. Gold coin donation.



Uniforms for Sale
Girls tunic - 61cm, polo shirt size 5-6, & socks. Phone
Robyn Fulton 843.2050

Girls tunic 82-87cm, 1 x long sleeved polo, 1 X short
sleeved polo, 1 X sweatshirt, 2 X prs socks
$90.00 for the lot 0.n.0. Phone Rene 848.2304.

School Banking is every Thursday.
The banking box is in the Admin block.
Starter packs are available at the
school office.

Your PTFA Needs YOU!

We have been offered the chance to earn $$$$.$$ Yes, do

not adjust your set, that's $$$$$.$$ folks. Those wonderful

dudes and dudesses at Whitcoulls, Centreplace have asked

us to help with their stocktake on Monday 23™ February. We
need at least 20 people to prove the old proverb that says

“ Many hands make for light work” (or something like that).

There are three possible start times; 4:00pm, 5:00pm and

6:00pm. Dinner will not be provided so you will need to eat

before you arrive. If you are able to help see Antony, phone

the school or return the slip below. We have to let Whitcoulls know our numbers ASAP. Please
return the slip below if you are able to help.

Yes! | am able to help with the stocktake. Please r  eturn to the school office or Mr Easto

Name: Phone No

| can start at (circle one) 4:00pm 5:00pm 6:00pm

K.A.H. (Kids at Home) Programme return slip.

Family name............iiiiiiieiiie (please print)

Child’'s name..........ooooiiiiiiiiiii e, DOB...coviiiiiiiieeee e
Parent’s CONSEeNt........coooviiiii i (please sign)



