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Tena koutou katoa. Nga mihi nui kia koutou. Greetings to
all our parents and caregivers.

Our value this week is friendship. ~ The word "friend" is
found about ninety times in the Bible. Friendship requires
each party to give something of themselves and comes
at different levels. Our friends, in a very real sense,
reflect the choices we make in life. Friendship takes time:
time to get to know each other, time to build shared
memories, time to invest in each other's growth. Real
and true friendship involves freedom of choice,
accountability, truth, and forgiveness. Peter and Jesus
give us this example: Peter, afraid for his life after Jesus
is led away from the Garden of Gethsemane, denies
knowing Jesus (John 18). As He is led away by His
accusers, Jesus casts a look toward Peter that says, "I

knew you would deny Me, and | forgive you" (John 21). If we sometimes offend a friend without meaning
to, God's Word offers a solution. It's called forgiveness. There is no greater example than the love of God
for us. It is so great that He gave His only begotten Son, Jesus, in order that our friendship with God
might be restored. He did that in spite of the fact that we have offended Him deeply. We have disobeyed
His commands, turned our backs on Him, and followed our own path. So the important question remains:
What type of friend do you want to be? How has your friendship with Jesus developed over the years?

“Let no one ever come to you without leaving better and happier. Be the living expression of God's
kindness: kindness in your face, kindness in your eyes, kindness in your smile”. — Mother Teresa

Important notice regarding school roll  : If you have younger children that you intend to send to St Pius
and they haven’t been enrolled, please do so through the school office. Especially if they are due to start
anytime between 2010 — 2014. The school roll leading into next year is at full capacity and to avoid
disappointment we advise that parents get in early. Like most of the Catholic Schools in Hamilton we are
on a one out, one in process and have a waiting list of students waiting for places at present.

Pet Day and Flower Show — Monday 10 November, 2008
Programme: 8.30am - 9.00am
The children come into their classrooms and prepare their floral arrangement.
These may be arranged in a container or a sand saucer.
All children must participate in this activity.
Please supply your own flowers and container.
There is to be No parental involvement in floral arranging.

Children may also wish to make a vegetable creation or enter an
iced biscuit competition.

This is optional _and the iced biscuit is made at home and brought to school.
9.30am: Pet Parade:

All animals MUST BE SECURE. They must be in boxes, cages, bowls or on a leash
and may be taken home after the parade.

There is an ‘UNUSUAL PET’ section so the children without a pet can use their
imagination and enter the Parade with an original (not human) pet. E.g. stone, spider,
soft toy.

10.30am Results of the Floral Arrangements are announced, followed by morning tea




Driveway safety: We remind parents and caregivers to please
park your vehicles in the church car park when dropping off or
collecting children. The school driveway is for staff and service
vehicles only. Parents driving up the driveway before and after
school, especially when the weather is wet, are asked to refrain
from doing so for the safety of our children walking up and down
the drive. Wet weather greatly reduces visibility and our small

carpark quickly becomes a hazard for reversing cars.

Are you moving? Parents, if you are moving out of the area or your children are not returning to
St Pius next year, please let the school office know so that their places may be offered to other
children on our waiting list.

Life Education : A reminder that Life Education is coming to St Pius this term. The cost of the Life
Education visit is $2.50 per child or $5.00 for a family of 2 or more. All children at St Pius will take
part in the Life Education Programme and money can be sent in a labelled envelope to the school
office starting from now.

Up and coming events to mark on your calendar:

Pet & Flower Show Day - Monday 10™ of November

Duffy Grandparents Assembly - Friday 14™ of November

Class Mass, Rooms 6 & 7 - Tuesday 18" of November

Athletics Day - Wednesday 19" of November

Class Mass, Rooms 1 & 2 - Tuesday 25" of November

Parish Fun Day & Mini Gala - Saturday 29" of November

Life Education Mobile classroom - Monday 1% — 5™ of December
Volunteer's Morning Tea - Thursday 4™ of December - 10.30am
Carols by Candle Light - Friday 5™ of December

Year 3/4 School Camp - Monday 8™ of December

Year 5,6,7 & 8 School Camp - Tuesday 9" — Friday 12™ of December
Year 8 Leaver’s Dinner - Monday 15" of December - 6.00pm
End of Year Mass & Candle Ceremony - Tuesday 16" of December

Last Day - Wednesday 17" of December - 12.30pm
First Day, 2009 -Wednesday 4™ of February - 8.45am

Duffy Grandparent’'s Assembly:  Please invite our St Pius children’s grandparents to our Duffy
Grandparent’s Assembly on Friday 14 November at 1.30pm.

Grandparents, our afternoon starts at 1.30pm and you are invited to join your grandchild’s
classroom for talks. You will be able to inspect the children’s craft work which they have been
working on over the last 4 weeks. Our assembly will follow at 2.20pm to 2.45pm.

We would love to see as many grandparents as possible.

Duffy $5.00 Book Offer: Parent’s, the notice is in your child’s bag. This is a great gift for your
child’s Christmas stocking. Please note the order and money need to be at school this Monday, 10
November 2008. Cheques to be made payable to St Pius X School.



Parish Fun & Mini Fund Raising Afternoon

The school community is invited to come along to the Fun & Mini Gala, run by the Parish, which
will be held on the school grounds on November 29th commencing at 3.00 pm.

Sales Tables, Sausage Sizzle, Monster Grocery Raffle, Children's and adults' games, Lucky
Wheel, Silent Auction, Picnic Tea and Entertainment.

A successful event relies on your participation and involvement. Non perishable groceries are
now being accepted for the Monster Grocery Raffle. Please send your donation along to the
school office.

Carols by Candlelight: On Friday the 5™ of December we will be

holding a carols evening at school. This will involve the whole school.

We would encourage parents, friends and our Parish community to

come along to sing Christmas carols and to bring a picnic dinner to

have with your family on the school grounds. The school children will

be singing carols and we hope you will all join in. The staff will also be

performing a short item for your entertainment on the night and this should NOT be missed!

If you have a lovely singing voice and would like to do either a solo or a group item on the night,
please contact Colleen Lelieveld at school or leave a message with Mrs Dunford in the school
office. This should be an extremely entertaining evening and will be a wonderful opportunity for
families to get together before the Christmas rush! More details to come later.

The postponement date will be Saturday the 6™ of December if the weather isn’t good.

Please help the school by collecting the pink Shade Shelter coupons from the Waikato Times
and sending them into the school office. Thank you for your support.

Glenview Community Centre
PRESENTS A FUN FAMILY NIGHT OUT
Southnet Idol Talent Competition
Friday 7th November.
For young people aged 5-17 years.
Register from 4.30pm.
Show starts at 6pm.
Up to $1000 in prizes to be won!
For more info phone:
843 2600 or 027 6999 622.
Camp 2008
During week 9 of term 4 (Dec. 8-Dec 12) the school camp will be taking place. It will be held at the
Raglan Bible Camp. Rooms 3 and 5(Yr 4s) will be attending camp on Monday 8" Dec. They will
stay overnight and return to school on Tuesday 9" December. Rooms 5(Yr 5s), 6 and 7 will attend
the camp from Tuesday 9™ until Friday 12" Dec. They will return to school on Friday 12" Dec. The
children will be sleeping in dormitories and we are having meals provided on site. Transport to
and from the camp will by bus. Parent helpers will also transport the children to different activities
because they are off site. Final costs will be confirmed next week. Look out for the camp consent
forms next Monday. If you want to attend as a parent helper please return the form below.

Camp 2008 Return Slip (Please return to the Office)
Family Name: Child’s name Rm No

Days able to attend: (Please circle) M T W Th F



